AP English – Literature & Composition

Mrs. D’Anna Gugerty
Ways to contact me:

dgugerty@morrishs.org

Group Chat
Google Classroom

Pre-Requisite: Successful completion of English 3CP or English 3H.

This course fulfills the fourth year English requirement for MCHS graduation.  In addition, students will take the AP Exam at the end of the year and may earn college credit by passing the AP Exam.
Description:  The AP course in English literature and composition engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Students will engage in quality literature through class and small group discussion, writing, individual and group oral presentations, and performance. Through close reading of selected literary works, students deepen their understanding and enhance their pleasure in literature. They develop critical standards for interpreting the individual works, their characters, action, structure, and language. They consider both large-scale literary elements such as form and theme, and smaller-scale elements such as figurative language, imagery, symbolism, irony, and tone. Students analyze these and other aspects of literature in their need to derive meaning in their own lives and experiences. Writing assignments will focus on the critical analysis of literature and will include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays. Although critical analysis will provide the bulk of student writing in the course, well-constructed creative writing assignments will help students see how literature is written from the inside.
Course Standards:

Students will learn to…

  1.  analyze the connection between the literature and the social and historical values it reflects.

  2.  experience (emotional response), interpret (analysis through close reading to understand multiple meanings), 

       and evaluate (assess the quality) literature.

  3.  interpret the meaning and value of literature by making careful observations of textual detail, establish 

  connections between works by the same author, the same theme or the same genre, and draw from these       

  connections a series of inferences that leads to some interpretation.

  4.  write critical analysis of literature including expository, analytical and argumentative essays.

  5.  construct logical, reasonable arguments both written and oral that are developed and organized in clear, coherent, 

       and persuasive language.

  6.  develop stylistic maturity by focusing on specific illustrative detail, logical organization, variety in sentence 

       construction, wide vocabulary, tone, voice, parallel structure, and writing that is free of shifts.

  7.  write under time constraints.

  8.  read a variety of literature focusing on literature from the sixteenth century to the present.

  9.  learn sophisticated and critical research techniques and demonstrate the ability to document using MLA format.

10.  write in a variety of forms – narrative, expository, argumentative – on a variety of subjects from personal 

       experience to public policies, from imaginative literature to popular culture. This also includes, but is not limited to, 

       writing to learn, understand and question while learning and using skills such as annotation, reader-response, free- 

       writing, and journal keeping.

11.  read complex texts with understanding and write prose of sufficient richness and complexity to communicate 

       effectively with mature readers.

12.  establish a writing process of their own that emphasizes revision.

13.  research and document using appropriate resources: technology (internet, CD-Rom, databases, surveys), reference 

       material, as well as primary and secondary sources.

14.  use grammatical conventions both appropriately and with sophistication as well as to develop stylistic maturity in  

       prose including illustrative detail, sophisticated vocabulary, sentence variety, organization, and voice.
Reading materials will be selected poems, short stories, plays and novels.  

Required materials:

1 1/2” three ring binder

appropriate text for the day
your daily planner

download Dictionary.com app on your phone 

pencils

colored pencils / pens

highlighters in various shades

Grading:  Your final course grade each term will be determined using total points. Term exams count 20% of the final grade. The MCHS grading scale will be followed.  All work must be acceptable and show genuine work and effort to receive any points. Grades are given based on points earned on a given assignment, participation in class discussions, answering questions in class, working with peers, attitude, and effort.  Most of the assignments given on a daily basis are given for practice and reinforcement of concepts and lessons presented.  They should be completed with that in mind.  Rarely will daily assignments be collected for grades.  Quizzes, tests, papers and presentations will form the majority of the grades in this class.  Students should expect at least one pop quiz per unit. Students can expect at least one grade per week (on average) to be added to Powerschool.  Revisions of outside writing work after the original due date are encouraged and allowed.
Late / Make-Up Work:  Because of your involvement in class discussion, class attendance is a necessity for successful completion of this course.  Students who miss excessively should consider dropping the course and taking a traditional English course.  Because this is a college-level course, the pace cannot slow down because of student absences. Make-up work is allowed following the MCHS student guidelines for “excused” absences.  
If you are absent on a day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to submit it electronically on an acceptable venue on the original due date.
I take academic integrity very seriously in this course.  Academic dishonesty (cheating) can be defined as incorporating any of the following behaviors:

     •passing off work that belongs to someone else as their own Examples:  Using part or the whole of someone’s answers, copying part or the whole of a piece of writing for their own, etc.

     •using unauthorized aids to complete tasks Examples:  Using a previous student’s work, test, looking up answers via the internet, using forbidden computer apps during tests, etc.

     •taking (hardcopy or electronically) or distributing copies of tests, quizzes, assignments used in this class whether from a previous student or one currently enrolled.  Examples:  taking a test outside of the testing room, taking a screen shot or a photo in an attempt to copy a part or the whole of an assignment, distributing through texting, snapchatting, etc. copies/photos of the test or assignment, receiving copies of the test/assignment without notifying the teacher and relinquishing the copies.

Any of the above behaviors will result in a zero on the assignment and a discipline

referral filed with the assistant principal and a notice home.

A Note to Parents:  After you have gone over this paper with your student, please fill out the Google Form attached to the assignment and return the form by August 20, 2016.  Most of it is straightforward, but if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I’m sure we have a common goal this year:  your student’s success.  Please ask your student often about class and encourage them in their studies.  I have found that an interested parent means more to a child than any teacher!

Please find more information on Google Classroom or my website:  mrsgugerty.weebly.com
}





Keep in pencil pouch in your binder or with you at all times.








