
“The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson – Discussion Questions

1. This story begins with a mood that is very different from the mood at the end of the story. How are these two moods different? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Highlight specific words that show this shift.  List at least 5 here with their page numbers:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In the second paragraph of the story, the children are gathering stones, seemingly just for fun. The end of the reading demonstrates why they were actually gathering the stones. What literary device does this exemplify?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What does it say about the culture of this village that the lottery was conducted in the same manner as “the square dances, the teen club, the Halloween program.”

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The actual lottery starts on page three. The tone of the section is one of anxiety. Highlight the specific words the author uses to show this feeling of worry.  List them with page numbers here:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Even though this story deals with a very violent event, there is very little description of the violence. Do you think the story would have been more or less effective if the author had described the violence more?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The following questions deal with irony:

6.  What does the title of the story suggest?  How is it ironic and what kind of irony is it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.  What does the weather of the day seem to suggest? How is it ironic and what kind of irony is it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.  When Old Man Warner hears that the north village is considering ending the lottery, he says, "Next thing you know, they'll be wanting to go back to living in caves." How is it ironic and what kind of irony is it?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


[ R ——

5T tor e i ey iflcrent o he et e ndof ety

S P —

ke scondprrap of e tor, e ciee e gt ssiagly o

e e o ey o e e . ameen g

bl st o g b Tttt s ity NS

5 B hough s stoydls with e et e, here sy e descripan




